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SAT, ACT, ASSET and 
COMPASS Tests
The SAT and the ACT are the standardized tests used by most 
4-year colleges and universities and research institutions to help 
determine admission. ASSET and COMPASS are assessment tests 
used primarily by technical and 2-year colleges to place students 
in postsecondary courses and/or programs of study. When you are 
researching colleges, be sure to look at the admission requirements 
to see which test the college requires.

The Test Prep section on GAcollege411 offers the following tools 
to help improve your chance of higher scores and increase your 
chances of being accepted by the college or university of your 
choice:

The SAT or ACT Companion

The ability to keep track of your study time

Immediate feedback on practice questions

Easy to use tutorials

Tests which automatically adapt to your skill level

A link to the official College Board SAT practice test

The Vocabulary Builder to help strengthen your 
verbal skills

Downloadable study guides with sample questions 
for the COMPASS/ESL and the ASSET

Vocabulary Builder 
Information
The VOCABULARY BUILDER is designed to make learning 
words easy and fun! It will keep track of the words you know, 
and let you review the words you’ve learned so that you don’t 
forget them again later. The VOCABULARY BUILDER adapts 
to your ability level, giving you words based on its dynamically 
updated assessment of your vocabulary skills. So if you already 
have a great vocabulary, you’ll only see the most challenging 
words, but if your vocabulary needs a lot of work, you’ll see 
easier words to get you off to a fast start. 

Be sure to take advantage of 
the resources available to you on 
GAcollege411.org to expand your 
opportunities for a brighter future!

Get test-taking tips and feel more confident 
about your knowledge when you use 

the Test Prep features, including tutorials, 
practice sessions, vocabulary 
builder, and sample tests. 

Answer Key:  1-B, 2-D, 3-D, 4-E, 5-D, 6-C, 7-D, 8-D, 9-D, 10-A, 11-C, 12-E
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In the 1970s, the findings of Danish researchers 
who 
          Eskimo diets high in fish oils with low rates 
of cancer and heart disease, sent fish sales          .

A   studied . . upward 
B   linked . . skyrocketing  
C   connected . . plummeting  
D   dissociated . . soaring  
E   associated . . spiraling
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CITY Burglaries 
1998

Burglaries 
1999

Motor Vehicle 
Thefts 1998

Motor Vehicle 
Thefts 1999

Boston 3,610 3,414 6,366 6,764
Chicago 36,009 30,319 31,826 31,524
Cleveland 6,850 7,246 7,206 7,410
Houston 7,692 6,087 4,750 3,997
New York 46,185 40,469 44,056 39,693
Phoenix 18,733 15,927 17,843 17,959
Pittsburgh 3,800 3,115 2,827 3,197
Providence 2,140 2,101 2,011 2,277
Salt Lake City 2,831 2,244 2,044 1,845
San Francisco 6,706 5,526 6,747 5,977

Can You Answer These Questions?

1.

2.

3.

u^v is defined as True if u > v2.  
For which pairs of values (u,v) is u^v 
NOT True?

A   (5,2)  
B   (2,1)  
C   (1,0)  
D   (5,-2)   
E   (-2,-1)

4. What is the meaning of POLEMIC? 

A   Song of high praise. 
B   Money or resources offered in   

 exchange for a loan.
C   A social custom, rule or ceremony;   

 the observance of these.
D   Art or practice of argument and   

 disputation. 
E   Accuracy, truthfulness. 

9.

What is the meaning of ZEALOT?

A   One absorbed in devotion to   
 anything; an enthusiast; a fanatical   
 partisan.  
B   Evil conduct; an illegal deed. 
C   A secret agreement for fraudulent,   

 illegal, or treacherous purposes.
D   Art or practice of argument and   

 disputation. 
E   Favoritism shown to family    

 (especially in politics or 
 business). 

10.

What is the meaning of PLACATE?

A   To repeal, as in a law; to annul   
 something through an authoritative   
 act.  
B   To provoke; to incite. 
C   To calm, soothe or appease, often   

 through concessions or offerings.
D   Take back, admit an error. 
E   Spend lavishly, let slip away.

11.

What is the meaning of METICULOUS?

A   Creating, or tending to create,   
 separation, or difference.  
B   Favorable to health. 
C   Acting indirectly; having lesser   

 importance.
D   Given to deception or falsehood;   

 lying. 
E   Extremely careful of details,   

 painstaking.

12.

SAT ACT Vocabulary 
Builder

How many of the consumer items shown more 
than doubled in price from 1970 to 1980? 

A   0 
B   1  
C   2  
D   3  
E   4

Frequency of burglaries and motor vehicle thefts known to the 
police in 1998 and 1999. Source: FBI report, 2000. 

By what percentage did the number of motor 
vehicle thefts increase in Boston from 1998 to 1999? 

A   2%  
B   4% 
C   5% 
D   6%  
E   8%

5. Let x § y be defined as 1/(xy) for all x, y 
except for x=0 or y=0.  
What is the value of -1 § -3 ? 

A   -3  
B   -1 
C   -1/3 
D   1/3   
E   3

6. Let x@y be defined for all x,y as 3x + 2y  
What is the value of 9@4? 

A   30 
B   32  
C   35 
D   38  
E   40

7. By virtue of their herds, and as a 
consequence of the difficulty of finding 
water in the           climate, thirty percent 
of the country’s population is          . 

A   desert . . undernourished  
B   tempestuous . .inbred  
C   arid . . nomadic  
D   southern . . agrarian  
E   arctic . . hypothermic 

8. Let x~~y be defined as x2y for all x and y.  
What is the value of a~~b if a=2 and 
b=3/2 ? 

A   2 
B   4  
C   6  
D   8  
E   16


